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SYNOPSIS

It’s autumn. A man and a woman are about
to leave a restaurant situated in the heart of
the Lebanese mountains. They are surprised
by fighter planes screaming past at low
altitude. In the distance, war seems to be
breaking out once more. Losing sight of the
woman, the man starts looking for her. He
finds her on the other side of the mountain.
Together they sink deeper into nature, which
becomes increasingly spectral, just like the
slender thread that ties them to each other.



DIRECTOR’S NOTE

I wonder if I've been changed in the night. Let me think. Was I
the same when I got up this morning? I almost think I can
remember feeling a little different. But if I'm not the same, the
next question is 'Who in the world am I’?

Lewis Carroll
Alice's Adventures in Wonderland

The River is the final part of a triptych that began with The Mountain and continued with The
Valley. Three deliberately geographical titles, three territories. The link between these three films is
essentially organic, an inalterable threat that affects everything, at every level, into the farthest
recess, down to the very last of us, in our most private being, and which has hung over Lebanon so
long that it, too, has imperceptibly become a territory.

The River recounts an afternoon spent until evening in the company of a young woman and a man,
of whom we will know no more than what is exchanged and what can no longer be exchanged
between them. One single afternoon, until day declines and plunges into night, amid nature that
we tend to forget we are part of, and that is not simply a landscape, and this woman, this man, as
the sole human presence, with a dog that appears out of nowhere, that follows them, deep in a
forest, on a mountain, in the last days of fall, while yet another disaster seems to grip the country.
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Why did she agree to see him ?
Why today, why not yesterday, the day before yesterday, or last week… ?

Love is not enough.
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